COMPOUND PASSIVES	33*
But when it was attempted to give practical effect to the popular
exasperation, serious obstacles arose.—Times. (When an attempt was
made to . . .)
He and his friends would make the government of Ireland a sheer
impossibility, and it would be the duty of the Irish party to make it so
if it was attempted to be run on the lines of ...—Times, (if an attempt
was made to run it on the . . .)
It is not however attempted to be denied.—hazlitt. (No one
attempts to deny)
As to the audience, we imagine that a large part of it, certainly all
that part of it whose sympathies it was desired to enlist, . . .—Times.
(whose sympathies were to be enlisted)
He will see the alterations that were proposed to be made, but
rejected.—Times, (proposed, but rejected)
The argument by which this difficulty is sought to be evaded.—
BALFOUR.
This  and the following instances are not easily mended,
unless we may supply the subject of 'seek', &c. ('some writers').
The arguments by which the abolition was attempted to be sup-
ported were founded on the rights of man.—Times.
Some mystery in regard to her birth, which, she was well informed,
was assiduously, though vainly, endeavoured to be discovered,—
FANNY BURNEY.
The close darkness of the shut-up house (forgotten to be opened,
though it was long since day) yielded to the unexpected glare.—
dickens.
Those whose hours of employment are proposed to be limited.—
Times.
The insignificant duties proposed to be placed on food.—Times.
The anti-liberal principles which it was long ago attempted to
embody in the Holy Alliance.—Times.
Considerable support was managed to be raised for Waldemar.—
CARLYLE.
We may notice here a curious blunder that is sometimes made
with the reflexive verb 'I avail myself of. The passive of this
is never used, because there is no occasion for it: 'I was availed
of this by myself would mean exactly the same as the active,
and would be intolerably clumsy. The impossible passives
quoted below imply that it and staff would be the direct objects
of the active verb.

